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DEFENDING OUR CIVIL LIBERTIES
There have certainly been many reasons to question the political actions that the Bush Administration has taken in the name of security and justice.   That’s why I have been active in opposing many of its initiatives, especially those that clamp down on the civil liberties of Americans. We must be as vigilant in protecting our civil liberties as we are in protecting our nation from terrorist attack.  

For example, relaxing the rules on domestic spying may be seen by some as a solution to address intelligence issues surrounding the September 11 attack.  But, Attorney General Ashcroft’s regulations violate the standards put in place to prevent law enforcement abuses and illegal spying on the public by the FBI in the 1950s and 1960s.  That’s why I spearheaded a letter, to Attorney General Ashcroft, from 24 of my colleagues that opposed the relaxation of these rules.  

You may also be interested to know that I voted against the PATRIOT Act in October 2001 because of its infringement on civil liberties.  Many of the concerns I believed this bill posed have unfortunately, come true.  Reports of the FBI misleading the government in order to receive permission for wiretaps and other electronic surveillance only add to my concerns of offering increased domestic surveillance authority to the FBI.  Other reports of indefinite detention of individuals without access to lawyers continue to concern me.  

Opposing the National Entry-Exit Registration Program (NSEERS) has also been important to me.   Because I strongly oppose discrimination of any form, I spearheaded a letter to Attorney General Ashcroft calling for a suspension of the NSEERS program.  This program requires non-immigrant visa holders from 21 primarily Muslim nations (and North Korea) to appear at INS offices to be interviewed, photographed and fingerprinted, until Congressional oversight of the program can be conducted.  It is my hope that both the House and Senate Judiciary Committees will fully investigate the need and purpose of this program to ensure that innocent immigrants rights are not being violated in the name of terrorism.  

In addition, I have been an active voice in opposition of the Total Information Awareness Program (TIA).  While the Bush Administration states the goal of the TIA program is to give the United States greater ability to detect, classify and identify foreign terrorists, decipher their plans and thereby enable the U.S. to preempt and defeat terrorist acts, the truth is this program also has a frightening capacity to intrude into the lives of all citizens. I opposed the Homeland Security legislation in part because I feared that programs like Total Information Awareness might hurt our citizens rather than help them.   In addition, I joined my colleagues in a letter to the House and Senate leadership asking that funding stop for the program until Congressional oversight occurs.  

Be assured that I will continue to speak out against the Bush Administration on policies that do nothing more than curtail our nation’s freedoms.
