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EASING BUMPER-TO-BUMPER TRAFFIC
Dealing with traffic congestion continues to be one of our community’s greatest challenges, and I am fighting hard to secure federal dollars for key local projects.  Over the last three years alone, I have brought nearly $30 million in federal funds back to the district.  Most recently, I secured $1 million to better facilitate visitor access to Muir Woods, bringing the total to $2 million; $500,000 to modify Sonoma County’s Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) systems so that the County can continue to accommodate the fueling need of its CNG fleet; and $4.25 million for the Golden Gate Bridge’s seismic retrofit project, bringing the total to $90 million.  These monies have helped fund projects that are critical to the region’s efforts to alleviate the North Bay’s traffic congestion in an environmentally friendly way.  

TEA-21

In the last major transportation authorization bill, Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21), I secured nearly $72 million from the federal government for local transportation improvements, including funds to construct a carpool lane on Highway 101 in San Rafael; widen Highway 101 between Petaluma and Novato, to protect the Golden Gate Bridge from earthquake damage; renovate a bridge and bike path in Marin County; and, fund two intermodal transit facilities.  During the 108th Congress we will reauthorize TEA-21.  This reauthorization will be a great opportunity to further improve and enhance our community’s current transportation infrastructure.  As part of my effort to champion our district’s transportation needs, I brought Rep. James Oberstar, the lead Democrat on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, to my transportation forum with local lawmakers.  Following that local event, I held a meeting in Washington D.C. with Rep. Oberstar and Caltrans Director Jeff Morales to further discuss funding partnerships between local, state and the federal governments.  This coordination with my constituents, as well as community organizations, environmental groups and local and state governments will help us to build on a regional transportation plan that addresses all our transportation options, especially those that will reduce congestion with minimum impact on the environment.  

AIR NOISE and AVIATION PLANNING

Efficient aviation planning is a critical component to our aviation security.  Furthermore, I recognize the inconvenience that the air noise is causing for Marin County and North Bay residents and am working hard to remedy this problem.  Unfortunately, it is a complicated issue because a solution for Marin cannot come at the cost of pushing the noise pollution onto another community.  That’s why resolving this problem is an ongoing process.  My office continues to work closely with Marin County officials and the Federal Aviation Administration in an effort to resolve this issue in a manner that meets all parties’ satisfaction.

As you may know, the community has launched the Bay Area Regional Aviation Work Group (BARAWG).  As the result of the 2001 visit by former FAA Administrator Jane Garvey that I sponsored at the request of Marin County, the FAA conducted a baseline study to assess current air traffic.  While the baseline study has been completed and revised to reflect air travel post-September 11, 2001, a subsequent capacity analysis is needed to model proposed routing changes.  When the County and FAA decide on proposed alternative routes, I will do my part to identify potential funding options for the capacity analysis.
