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Protecting and Preserving Social Security 

With the large Baby Boom generation getting closer to retirement and their children right behind, Congress must ensure that Social Security is fiscally and structurally sound for generations to come.  While I am open-minded about ways to strengthen and preserve the system, I do not support deceptive proposals made by the Bush Administration and the GOP Congressional leadership that pretend to ensure retirees of their benefits when they are merely precursors to privatizing Social Security.  

In response to these privatizing schemes that undermine the current system, last Congress I joined my colleagues in introducing H.R. 4780, the “Rejection of Social Security Privatization Act.”  As the 108th Congress looks at ways to strengthen Social Security, I will fight for legislation that allows seniors to keep more of their hard-earned income, and oppose cutting benefits or reducing eligibility.

Modernizing Medicare and creating a rx benefit

No other federal program has proven to be as successful at providing affordable health care for our seniors.  In fact, Medicare was established in 1965 because the private insurance industry failed to meet the challenge of providing our seniors affordable quality care.  However, while Medicare works, it does need modernization to keep pace with today’s medical advances and the increasing role that prescription drugs play in senior’s everyday treatment.

Congress must take swift action to provide all seniors affordable access to prescription drugs.  To that end, in the 107th Congress, I cosponsored a Democratic proposal, H.R. 5019, the “Medicare Rx Drug Benefit and Discount Act,” which would have provided all beneficiaries a voluntary, affordable benefit and assurance that they would not be forced into an HMO.  In addition, I supported several measures like H.R. 1862, the “Greater Access to Affordable Pharmaceuticals Act,” which would make it easier for the generic drug industry to enter the market and, through increased competition, force drug prices down.  This Congress, I am a cosponsor of H.R. 847, the Preserving Access to Safe, Affordable Canadian Medicines Act of 2003, which prevents pharmaceutical companies from cutting off Canadian pharmacies who supply American patients. 

An important consideration in the prescription drug debate is how we choose to create this benefit.  Some schemes, such as drug discount cards and federal block grants to the states, provide only short-term fixes and ignore the long-term, comprehensive solution that our seniors desperately needs.  I am also concerned by proposals that aim to privatize Medicare and force seniors into HMOs, since we in California have watched local HMOs fail over the past few years and we

know that the HMO model will not provide a reliable source of quality health care for our seniors.  This partisan agenda to privatize Medicare is unnecessary and unrelated to the need for a prescription drug benefit and only serves as a barrier to real progress.  The Medicare program was a promised made to our seniors.  It’s time we followed through on that promise with low-cost prescription drugs.

Access to Care

The promise of Medicare must also include guaranteed access to medical care and our communities’ leading physicians.  However, without sufficient Medicare reimbursements, providers are having to turn patients away or raise premium costs.  Real Medicare reform can only happen if we truly invest in this critical program at all of its levels.  That’s why earlier this year, I joined more than 200 bipartisan Members in a letter to the House leadership urging legislative action to help stabilize our Medicare system and ensure that provider payments accurately reflect the real cost of care administered by physicians, hospitals, home health care and skilled nursing facilities.  Instead of investing in more tax cuts for the wealthy, it’s time the Republican leadership we invest in meaningful Medicare modernization.
