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OPPOSING AN UNNECESSARY AND UNJUST WAR AGAINST IRAQ
North Bay residents have been very vocal with their opposition to a war with Iraq. More than 10,000 constituents have contacted me and the vast majority strongly opposes using preemptive force against Iraq.  

President Bush must not rush to war when there are diplomatic options available to resolve this crisis.  It was foolish for Congress to give the President unchecked power to use force, especially when an attack will likely cost thousands of lives, undermine our fight against the true culprits of the September 11 tragedy, and set a bad precedent that first-strike attacks are acceptable.

While I strongly oppose the use of force in Iraq, I believe that we need to implement a strong inspections regime through the United Nations that will disarm Iraq and ensure it does not threaten its neighbors or America.  
Highlights of actions opposing a pre-emptive war against Iraq

· Joined the lawsuit seeking to bar President Bush from launching a war in Iraq without a Congressional declaration of war. 

· Spoke out against war at the Progressive Caucus Alternative State of the Union event on January 27, 2003.
· Delivered speech at the January 18, 2003 peace rally in San Francisco.
· Cosponsor of H. J. Res. 20, Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR) legislation to repeal the authorization of force against Iraq
· Signed the Sherrod Brown (D-OH)/ Ron Kind (D-WI) letter to President Bush urging him to support weapons inspections in Iraq.
· Signed September 5, 2002 letter to President Bush asking him to respond to an extensive list of tactical and strategic concerns about a war in Iraq.
· Signed July 26, 2002 letter to President Bush declaring that he must seek Congressional approval for military action against Iraq.
· Voted against H. J. Res. 14, the authorization of force in Iraq.
