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PRESSING FOR ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE CARE

Affordable health care is personally important to every American, and nearly every day North Bay residents tell me they are worried about the future of our system.  Hospitals are closing, doctors are leaving their practices, employers are dropping their plans or raising premiums, and seniors still don’t have affordable prescription drugs.  According to the U.S. Census, there were 41.2 million uninsured people in the U.S. in 2001.  It’s quite clear that our current health care system isn’t working.  

As we engage in the debate over a comprehensive solution to our health care woes, I also support taking several smaller steps in the interim.  For example, adequately funding safety-net hospitals and clinics is key to ensuring health care for the uninsured.  In addition, we need to expand eligibility for Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to include the parents of eligible children, and low-income pregnant mothers.  Finally, we must address the high cost of prescription drugs through the creation of a real Medicare drug benefit and increase consumers’ access to generic drugs.

While I continue to push for these short-term steps, I am committed to fighting for long-term, permanent solutions that will guarantee every American universal access to affordable healthcare.  This Congress, I have joined Representative Conyers in cosponsoring the “U.S. National Health Insurance Act,” H.R. 767, which calls for a single payer national health insurance system.  With its passage, skyrocketing health costs could be controlled while restoring choice of physician and the doctor-patient relationship.
WOMEN’S HEALTH

Breast Cancer

Marin County’s breast cancer rates are not only alarming; they are unacceptable.  That’s why I am working with the local community and federal government to determine the best approach and means of intervention to investigate Marin’s high breast cancer rates.  Dr. Larry Meredith, the Director of Marin County’s Department of Public Health and I have met with the Director of the National Cancer Institute (NCI), Dr. Andrew von Eschenbach, where he outlined a three-step research plan to look into the cause of Marin's high breast cancer rates.  I am very encouraged by the efforts that NCI has taken thus far and will continue to work with NCI until this health disparity can be sufficiently explained.  Knowledge is the key to understanding exactly what is going on in Marin.  That’s why I continue to work hard to secure federal funds to bolster local research efforts.  To date, I, along with Senator Boxer, have brought nearly $1 million to assist Marin County’s ongoing breast cancer research.  You can be sure that I will continue to press the federal government for further assistance.

Reproductive Health

Women need to have direct access to a full range of reproductive choices, from contraception to comprehensive sexuality education to abortion to the healthy birth of children.  That’s why in the last Congress I was a lead co-sponsor of H.R. 3469, the Family Life Education Act, which would have provided funding to states to implement a comprehensive approach to sexuality education in the schools that includes information about both abstinence and contraception.  In addition, I supported several measures that would have provided prenatal care to low-income pregnant women.  

In response to the Administration’s decision to withdraw U.S. funding for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), I joined several other Members of Congress to introduce the “Still Saving Women’s Lives Act” in the 107th Congress.  The bill, H.R. 5293, allocated money to UNFPA for FY03 and made it harder for the President to use broad interpretations of the law to deprive women around the world of much needed healthcare.  You can be sure I will continue to defend a woman’s right to choose, and will fight for increased family planning services both within and outside the U.S. in the 108th Congress.
