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The natural treasures of Marin and Sonoma counties remind us every day of the beauty, and the fragility, of our environment.  This has instilled in our community a strong ethic of caring for our planet.  Here’s an update on my work to bring that commitment from the North Bay to the halls of Congress.

CHAMPIONING RENEWABLE

ENERGY FOR REAL ENERGY SECURITY

As the lead Democrat on the Science Committee's Energy Subcommittee last Congress, I fought for increased federal spending on renewable energy sources, including geothermal, as well as energy efficiency and conservation measures.  These efforts were the basis for a significant boost in research & development authorization levels for renewable energy in the national energy bill before it died in a conference committee.  This Congress I’m working to update the comprehensive renewable energy and energy efficiency bill I introduced last Congress, H.R. 2478.  The federal government must be a partner in the development of these programs so the United States can be on the cutting edge of environmental protection and the use of renewable energy sources.  That’s why I will continue to be an outspoken voice for measures that support renewable energy sources as well as energy efficiency measures.

BAY WETLANDS:  RESTORING A VANISHING ECOSYSTEM
Human development and suburban growth have caused the loss of 90% of the wetlands that once surrounded the San Francisco Bay.  Over time, we have come to understand that the benefits of restoring these areas are cleaner water in the Bay as well as the return of native plant and wildlife species.  There are several exciting wetlands restoration projects under way in the North Bay that I am working to secure federal funding for, including:

Hamilton Field Wetlands -- This innovative project, the largest in the Bay Area, will use clean dredged materials to restore seasonal wetlands to the former Army airfield.  In the last three years I’ve successfully fought to secure more than $11 million for the project's construction phase.


San Pablo Bay Watershed -- More than 12,000 acres of wetlands in


Marin and Sonoma counties would be restored under this comprehensive


plan.  Over the last six years I've secured more than $1.6 million in


federal funds to identify restoration opportunities in the Watershed.

THE RUSSIAN RIVER CHALLENGE
Our ability to protect the Russian River will have a lasting impact on our region’s water supply, restoration of threatened coho salmon and steelhead trout, and the quality of life in the North Bay for generations to come.  Fortunately, community members, public agencies and elected officials have come together to develop a comprehensive, local-based strategy to save the river.

That’s why I’m proud to bring the total amount of federal funding secured to nearly $3.5 million for restoring the Russian River watershed and ecosystem.  This includes a federal commitment to restoring Santa Rosa Creek, a tributary of the Russian River, and a study of the Laguna de Santa Rosa, which is looking at ways to improve Russian River flood management while restoring wetlands.  In tandem, projects like these will help protect and save the health of the Russian River and its habitat.
