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Education continues to be my top priority.  That is why serving on the House Committee on Education and the Workforce is so important to me.  This year my hard work on the Committee was recognized when I was elected to be the lead Democrat on the Subcommittee on Education Reform.  This Subcommittee has jurisdiction over all legislation which affects our elementary and secondary schools, as well as many other federal programs which benefit children, such as Head Start and child nutrition programs.

The Subcommittee will be extremely active in the coming Congress.  We will start by reviewing the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA).  You can be sure that I will be fighting to fully fund the federal share of IDEA funding.  When school districts have to struggle to make sure they have enough funds, it pits student against student and parent against parent.  It doesn't have to be that way.  If the federal government will step up to its responsibility to students with special needs, every student will win!

Head Start also needs to be reauthorized and the Subcommittee will be holding hearings on proposals to make changes to that program.  I am committed to keeping the focus of Head Start on the whole child and whole family.  

Another important law that will be reviewed during this Congress by the Subcommittee on Education Reform is the National School Lunch and Child Nutrition Act.  The School Lunch and Breakfast programs, the Child and Adult Care Food program and the Summer Food Service program all depend on this law for funding, as does the Supplemental Food Program for Woman, Infants and Children (WIC).  With our economy in such a fragile state, it is more important than ever that we make sure that all the children who rely on these programs can continue to benefit from them.  

We will also be reviewing high school vocational and technical education courses.  Almost half of American high school students do not plan to attend a four year college immediately following high school.  It is crucial to both their future, and the future of this country, that they have the opportunity to prepare for meaningful careers. 

Children are 25% of our population and 100% of our nation's future.  There is no better investment we can make in homeland security than investing in our children, particularly in their education.  I am extremely concerned that education and other key programs for children are not receiving the funding and support needed from the federal government.  You can count on me to keep speaking out for children and their families, and to make them a federal priority.
