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ALTERNATIVES TO WAR ARE THE AMERICAN WAY

As the world’s leading democracy, America has a unique responsibility to find alternatives to war.  As the world’s premier power, the United States has a superb opportunity to move away from an international system based on militarism and war-mongering and to develop a new era of cooperative global security. Unfortunately, the U.S. is not taking advantage of this opportunity.  Instead, it is advancing an increasingly unilateral foreign policy that prioritizes military force, eliminates the firewall between conventional and nuclear weapons, and brings our world closer to disastrous war than at any time since the height of the Cold War.  Congresswoman Woolsey, on the other hand, is working to find alternatives to war by developing peace, defending human rights, and protecting American values.
Developing Peace:

· Authored H. Res. 17 in the 107th Congress, calling for complete worldwide nuclear disarmament.
· Authored H. Res. 313 in the 107th Congress, recognizing the continued importance of the Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty.
· Spearheaded letter to President Bush opposing the new National Strategy to Combat Weapons of Mass Destruction (NSCWMD).
· Support the creation of a Department of Peace and cosponsored H.R. 2459 in the 107th Congress.
Human Rights:
· Authored H.R. 5497 in the 107th Congress, granting funding for NGOs to provide de-mining and agricultural assistance in Afghanistan’s Shomali Valley.
· Authored letter to urge U.S. Ambassador Anne Patterson to push the Colombian military to withdraw from the ‘Peace Community’ of San Jose de Apartado.
· Authored letter to Turkish Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit demanding the release of elected legislator Leyla Zana.
· Signed letter to Secretary Powell expressing concern at the decision to renew assistance to the Indonesian military, despite its horrible human rights record.
· Signed letters to Chairman Kolbe and Ranking Member Lowey of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign Operations asking them to include $20 million for unintended victims of war in Afghanistan.
· Signed letter to Secretary Powell expressing deep reservations about the State Department’s decision to certify Colombia’s abysmal human rights record, thus allowing U.S. funding to go to that country.
· Cosponsored H. Con. Res. 240, expressing deep concern for the men, women and children affected by U.S. bombing in Afghanistan
American Values
· Voted against the PATRIOT Act.

· Voted against the Homeland Security Act.

· Authored letter to Attorney General Ashcroft opposing new rules, which allow the FBI to harass dissident civil rights and anti-war groups.
· Spearheaded letter to President Bush asking him to sign an executive order ending the use of Vieques as a site for U.S. Navy bomb training.
