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Realizing that local agriculture makes a significant contribution to the North Bay economy, I support the protection of productive agriculture and the resulting open space that greatly enhance our quality of life.  Sonoma and Marin counties play an important role in our state's agriculture industry and I will continue to ensure that the federal government is responsive to the needs of our local agricultural community.

Upholding national organics standards
Marin and Sonoma farmers, ranchers and local businesses are national leaders in producing and selling organic food, and were key proponents of establishing USDA organic standards.  The organic standards mean that our local organic agricultural products are recognized for their added investment and work to grow high quality food.  And, the standards let consumers know exactly how the organic food they’re purchasing was grown.  But some special interests recently snuck a provision into the FY03 omnibus appropriations bill that would give an exception to the organic standards for one Georgia poultry company.  This is unfair and could undermine the whole intent of having organic standards.  That’s why I’ve joined with my colleagues in introducing H.R. 955 that will repeal this unfair provision.  We will work hard to make sure the organics standards are upheld in a manner that’s fair for everyone.

Fighting SUDDEN OAK DEATH

This fungal disease is devastating trees throughout Marin and Sonoma counties.  That’s why last Congress I introduced H.R. 2144, the Sudden Oak Death Syndrome Control Act, which will allow up to $70 million over five years to research, manage and eradicate this disease.  Senator Boxer introduced the same bill in the Senate, and this Congress we’ll work on this bill again.

WORKING FOR WINE
The wines of California's Sixth Congressional District are famous worldwide for their quality and excellence.  I will continue to fight for proposals that help our local wine and grape industries prosper here and abroad.

· PIERCE'S DISEASE -- Pierce's Disease is transmitted to grapevines by the glassy-winged sharpshooter, and stops vines' water circulation which kills them rapidly.   It’s already devastated vineyards in southern California, and small outbreaks of Pierce's Disease have been identified in the North Bay.  I am working to secure federal monies to fund research to control and eradicate this threat to our local grape and wine industry.  Part of this funding focuses on integrated pest management so that the use of spraying is minimized.

· VITICULTURE RESEARCH ‑‑ Research is crucial to building and maintaining a strong, internationally competitive agriculture sector.  To this end, I have supported an increase in Department of Agriculture grape research aimed at strengthening our local wine industry.
· MARKET ACCESS ‑‑ I support the USDA's Market Access Program (MAP), formerly known as the Market Promotion Program (MPP).  This program levels the playing field of the global marketplace and helps Sonoma and Marin wines successfully compete against heavily subsidized foreign competitors.  I have consistently fought against attempts to eliminate or reduce funding for this valuable program.

SUPPORTING THE NORTH BAY'S DAIRY INDUSTRY
As a result of California's high standards, California dairies produce some of the best tasting and most nutritious milk in the world.  Last Congress reauthorized the Farm bill, and I supported maintaining the dairy safety net by extending the price support at $9.90 per hundredweight.

